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COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN— PARTS  OF  KESTEVEN 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Vital  Statistics  given  in  this  Report  indicate  that  the  state 
of  the  Public  Health  in  Kesteven  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year  and  there  were  no  unfavourable  trends. 

No  maternal  death  occurred  in  1955  and  infant  mortality  con¬ 
tinued  at  a  low  rate. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  population  of  the  administrative 
county,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  remained  stationary 
around  130,000. 

The  extent  and  variety  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  fully  described  in  the  body  of  the  report,  and 
1  would  like  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  services 
rendered  by  all  members  of  the  staff  in  the  performance  of  their 
various  duties.  I  wish  in  addition  to  acknowledge  the  valuable 
voluntary  assistance  which  has  been  given  by  many  organisations 
and  individuals,  e.g.  in  connection  with  the  functioning  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  services,  :.e.,  Ambulance,  Home  Help,  Medical  Loan 
Depots,  Handicapped  Children,  the  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers 
and  their  Children,  and  Birth  Control;  the  opportunity  is  also  taken 
to  express  thanks  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued 
interest  in  the  work  of  my  department. 

I  present,  as  the  result  of  a  long  and  detailed  research,  a 
separate  Special  Report  upon  “Charities  in  Kesteven.’’  This  is  a 
topic  which  appears  to  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  Public 
Health  and  is  worthy  of  attention  from  this  point  of  view.  Although 
the  subject  of  Charities  is  ancient,  new  charitable  foundations  are 
established  from  time  to  time,  and  the  matter  is  prone  to  evolution¬ 
ary  change.  The  list  of  Charities  which  is  given  will  thus  have 
interest  from  an  historical  point  of  view.  Although  there  is  no 
available  standard  of  comparison  the  opinion  can  be  expressed 
that  the  County  of  Kesteven  is  well  endowed  so  far  as  Charities 
are  concerned. 

J.  H.  CHALMERS  CLARKE. 

Public  Health  Department, 

County  Offices,  SLEAFORD. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  Administrative  County  (in  acres)  . 

Population  : 

Census  1921 

>,  i93i  . 

»  1 95 1  . 

Registrar  General’s  estimate,  1955 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921) 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Census  1931) 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Census  1951) 


Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 

,  ,  t t  t t  t  t  t  »  t  l  ( I931 ) 

,,  it  t>  it  it  11  (I951) 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  19559 
Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1955-56 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1955. 


463.490 

108,237 

110,360 

130,717 

130,000 

25,456 

27,590 

35,080 

25,823 

27,845 

35,662 

£645,865 

£2,563 


NOTE:  Birth  and  Death  Rates: 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas 
materially  affects  both  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  of  these  areas, 
comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are  issued  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  each  Local  Government  Unit.  These  factors  may  be  used 
for  calculating  what  are  termed  in  this  Report  as  “Nett”  rates  and 
fairer  comparisons  are  obtained  if  the  latter  are  used  when  comparing 
rates  with  those  of  any  other  area  (when  these  have  been  similarly 
adjusted)  or  with  the  rates  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Kesteven  are  1.02 
and  0.98  respectively.  The  corresponding  figure  when  multiplied  by  the 
Crude  rate  (that  is,  for  Births  or  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will  give 
the  Nett  Rate. 


Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Total 

1092 

949 

2041 

Legitimate 

1046 

903 

1949 

Illegitimate 

46 

46 

92 

Crude  Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of 

estimated  population  15.70 

Nett  Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of 
Wales 

estimated  populat 

ion  16.01 

Rate  for  England  and 

...  15.00 

Stillbirths : 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Total 

34 

19 

53 

Legitimate 

33 

17 

50 

Illegitimate 

1 

5> 

3 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live 

and  Still'  births 

•  25.31 

Rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

Males 

Females 

...  23.1 

Total 

Deaths  ... 

8-15 

762 

1607 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ...  12.36 

Nett  Death  Rate  i2.it.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  11.7 
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Maternal  Mortality  (i.c.  Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  or 
abortion). 

No.  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ••  •••  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (i.c.  live  and  still)  ...  o.oo 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.64 


Infant  Mortality  (i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year). 


Males 

Females 

T  otals 

No.  of  Deaths 

33 

20 

53 

Legitimate 

3i 

19 

50 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

All  Infants: 

Kesteven 

England 
and  Wales 

Rate  per  1,000 

live  births  ... 

25-97 

24.9 

Legitimate  Infants: 

Rate  per  1,000 
births 

legitimate  live 

25.6 

— 

Illegitimate  Infants: 

Rate  per  1,000 
births 

illegitimate  live 

32.6 

_ 

Of  the  total  infant  deaths  36  (or  68%)  occurred  among 
children  under  four  weeks  of  age. 


Births : 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  of  15.7  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  was  lower  by  0.46  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  live  births  belonging  to  the  Administrative  County  was 
2,041  ( 1,092  males  and  949  females)  —  compared  with  2,097 
0,087  males  and  1,010  females)  in  1954. 

Lhe  92  illegitimate  live  births  representing  4.5  per  cent,  of 
the  total — showed  a  decrease  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year, 
when  there  were  T07  (5.1  per  cent,  of  the  total)  such  births. 

The  number  of  Stillbirths  (53)  was  slightly  higher  than  last 
year  but  remained  below  the  average  for  the  previous  to  years; 
the  Stillbirth  Rate  (25.3)  was  slightly  higher  than  the  average  for 
this  period. 
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The  following  Table,  which  gives  comparative  statistics 
relating  to  births  in  the  Administrative  County  since  1940,  is  of 
interest : — 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

STILLBIRTHS 

I 

♦ 

* 

Rate 

Year 

Legitimate 

Illegi¬ 

timate 

Total 

Rate 

per  1,000 
pop.) 

No. 

(per  L000 
total 
births) 

1940 

1,665 

88 

1,753 

15.91 

58 

32.0 

1941 

1,749 

1 10 

1,859 

16.39 

62 

32.3 

1942 

1,927 

165 

2,092 

18.47 

66 

30.6 

1943 

1,967 

162 

2,129 

18.53 

60 

27.4 

1944 

2,045 

200 

2,245 

19.75 

64 

27.7 

1945 

1,939 

267 

2,206 

19.97 

68 

29.9 

1946 

2,094 

176 

2,270 

20.06 

65 

27.8 

1947 

2,306 

156 

2,462 

21.37 

62 

24.6 

1948 

2,130 

168 

2,298 

19.20 

67 

19.8 

1949 

2,102 

129 

2,231 

18.45 

39 

17.2 

1950 

2,058 

121 

2,179 

16.78 

48 

21.5 

1951 

2,073 

98 

2,171 

16.36 

42 

19.0 

1952 

1,993 

102 

2.095 

15.56 

52 

24.2 

1953 

2,044 

101 

2,145 

16.16 

54 

24.6 

1954 

1,990 

107 

2,097 

16.16 

51 

23.7 

1955 

1,949 

92 

2,041 

15.70 

53 

2L3 

•In  calculating  these  rates  for  the  years  1940-49  Civilian  population 
figures  were  used  while  since  then  the  Total  population  figures  have 
been  used. 


The  number  of  births  notified  in  the  County  under  Section  203 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  adjusted  by  any.  transferred 
notifications,  was  2.019  live  births  and  52  stillbirths. 

Details  of  births  in  each  of  the  8  County  Districts  will  be 
found  in  Table  I.  on  page  48 
Deaths : 

Details  of  deaths  now  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  are 
classified  under  the  36  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of 
the  International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and 
Causes  of  Death,  1948,  which  has  superseded  the  Abridged  List  of 
the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death,  1938,  in  use  from  1940 
to  1949. 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
chief  causes  of  death  compiled  from  the  Registrar  General’s  returns 


for  the  year:  — 

Rate  per  1,000 

No.  of 

of  est.  pop. 

Cause  of  Death 

Deaths 

Kesteven 

Other  Heart  Disease . 

35^ 

2.74 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

234 

I.80 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

179 

1.38 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  Diseases 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

155 

1. 19 

Neoplasms 

Il8 

O.91 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

80 

O.61 

Pneumonia 

66 

O.5T 

Bronchitis 

60 

O.46 

Cause  of  Death 

No.  of 
Deaths 

of  est.  poj 
Rest  e  ven 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 

42 

O.32 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

39 

O.30 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

37 

0.28 

All  other  accidents 

29 

0.22 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

27 

0.21 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

23 

o.t8 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

22 

O.17 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

20 

O.15 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

18 

O.I4 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  for  the  County  was 
12.3b  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population,  while  the  Nett  Rate 
was  12.11  compared  with  11.71  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
deaths,  which  now  include  those  of  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area  was  1,607  (845  males  and  762  females):  the 
figures  for  1954  wcre  1,551  (826  and  725  respectively).  The  pro- 
poition  of  deaths  over  65  years  of  age  was  70.2  per  cent,  in  the 
year  under  review,  as  compared  with  70.3  per  cent,  in  1954,  71-0 
per  cent,  in  1953,  67.1  per  cent,  in  1952  and  68.9  per  cent,  in  1951. 

There  were  53  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  representing 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  25.9  per  thousand  live  births. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes  during  1955;  the 
:ate  foi  the  Country  as  a  whole  was  0.64  per  thousand  total  births. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  rates 
during  the  past  15  years:  — 


Year 

*  DEATHS 
(All  Causes) 

DEATHS 

(Infants  under  1  year) 

DEATHS 
(Puerperal  Causes) 

No. 

*  Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1941 

1,388 

12.24 

86 

45.84 

11 

5.67 

1942 

1,353 

11.94 

87 

41.59 

8 

3.71 

1943 

1,408 

12.26 

90 

42.27 

6 

2.74 

1944 

1,298 

11.42 

100 

44.54 

0 

0.00 

1945 

1,320 

11.95 

89 

40.34 

8 

3.52 

1946 

1,352 

11.95 

90 

39.65 

2 

0.86 

1947 

1,368 

11.87 

82 

33.31 

3 

1.19 

1948 

1,320 

11.04 

70 

30.46 

2 

0.84 

1949 

1,423 

11.77 

83 

37.20 

5 

2.20 

1950 

1,455 

11.20 

90 

41.30 

1 

0.45 

1951 

1,430 

10.78 

61 

28.09 

1 

0.45 

1952 

1,325 

9.84 

74 

35.32 

3 

1.39 

1953 

1,534 

1 1.56 

79 

36.80 

0 

0.00 

1954 

1,551 

11.95 

51 

24.32 

1 

0.46 

1955 

1,607 

12.36 

53 

25.97 

0 

0.00 

*For  the  years  1938/49  deaths  of  non-civilians  were  excluded  from 
the  Registrar  General’s  returns  and  Civilian  population  figures  were 
therefore  used  for  calculating  the  Death  Rates.  These  deaths  have, 
however,  been  included  in  the  1950/55  returns  and  the  Total  popu¬ 
lation  figures  have  therefore  been  used  in  determining  the  Rates  for 
those  years. 
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The  deaths  registered  under  Heart  Disease  during  1955 
numbered  574.  Reference  to  the  Chief  Causes  of  Death  shows 
that  this  remains  the  principal  cause.  The  death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  at  4.4  was  .2  lower  than  in  1954 
The  following  is  a  statement  of  fatalities  from  Heart  Disease 
during  the  years  1940-1955. 


Year 

Crude  Death  Rate 
No.  of  Deaths  per  1,000  of 

estimated 
population 

Percentage  to 
total  Deaths 
from  all  causes 

1940 

361 

3.28 

23.8 

1941 

297 

2.62 

21.4 

1942 

302 

2.67 

22.3 

1943 

309 

2.69 

21.9 

1944 

316 

2.78 

24.3 

1945 

362 

3.28 

27.4 

1946 

350 

3.09 

25.8 

1947 

391 

3.39 

28.5 

1948 

387 

3.23 

29.3 

1949 

441 

3.65 

30.9 

1950 

451 

3.47 

31.0 

1951 

486 

3.67 

33.9 

1952 

423 

3.14 

31.9 

1953 

510 

3.84 

33.2 

1954 

592 

4.56 

38.2 

1955 

574 

4.41 

35.72 

Further  information  regarding  the  causes  of 
found  on  page  49  and  in  Table  III  (inset). 

death,  etc.,  will 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Infant  Welfare  Centres: 

Two  new  centres  were  opened  during  the  year,  i.e.  at  the 
Royal  Air  Force  Station,  Cranwell,  and  Caythorpe,  making  a  total 
of  40  centres  (including  two  weighing  centres)  maintained  by  the 
County  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  figures  are  extracted  from  the  records  of  attend¬ 
ances  for  the  year,  full  details  of  which  appear  in  Table  V  on 
pages  50-52  of  this  Report:  — 

Total  Attendances— 


Children  under  1  year  . . 

14.788 

Over  1  but  under  2  years 

4.763 

Over  2  years 

6,190 

25,74i 

No.  of  individual  children  who  atttended — 

Born  in  1955 

1,129 

> >  > t  1954  '  *  *  ’  * '  '  ‘  • 

1,065 

>>  I953-I950 

1,540 

3-734 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  who  attended  for  first  time 

1.374 

No.  of  consultations  with  medical  staff 

5.853 

No.  of  weighings  undertaken 

.  .  . 

25,084 
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Comparative  figures  for  the  years  1948  to  1955  are  given 
below :  — 


Year 

Individual 
children  who 
attended  I.W.Cs. 

Total 

Attendances 

Consultations 
with  M.O. 

1948 

2,773 

20,427 

5,327 

T949 

3,611 

22,555 

5,717 

1950 

3.791 

22,470 

5,940 

I951 

3>9°8 

24,490 

6,840 

1952 

3,882 

24,902 

6,888 

1953 

3»9r>4 

23,454 

6,710 

1954 

3-94^ 

24,652 

6,659 

I955 

3,734 

25, 741 

5,853 

Birth  Control : 

Early  in  the  year  a  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association 
was  formed  in  Lincoln  and,  with  the  support  of  the  City  Council, 
they  opened  a  clinic  there  in  February'.  The  Lincoln  City  Clinic 
was  then  discontinued  as  all  cases  would  be  dealt  with  at  the  new 
clinic  which,  in  addition  to  the  City  area,  serves  northern  and 
central  Kesteven  and  part  of  the  adjoining  area  of  Lindsey.  The 
Kesteven  County  Council  makes  a  small  annual  grant  h>  the  As¬ 
sociation  in  respect  of  that  part  of  the  work  of  the  clinic  concerned 
with  cases  from  the  area  referred  for  advice  on  medical  grounds. 

Cases  from  the  south  of  the  County  are  referred  to  the  Family 
Planning  Association’s  clinic  at  Peterborough. 

Consultant  Services: 

The  specialist  service  arrangements  remained  as  outlined  in 
my  earlier  Reports.  Brief  details  of  the  services  available,  together 
with  particulars  of  the  pre-school  children  seen  under  these  arrange¬ 
ments,  are  given  below. 

Ophthalmic : 


Errors  of  Other  Eye  I  Glasses 

Refraction  Defects  !  Prescribed 


Clinic 

New 

Casas 

Re-  New 

inspections  Cases 

Re-  New 

inspections  Cases 

Re- 

inspections 

Grantham 

...  20 

30 

1  'll 

1  1 

Stamford 

0 

*)  _ 

3 

2 

Sleaford 

...  23 

27  — 

—  7 

(i 

Bourne 

6 

!)  1  — 

3 

3 

Lincoln 

...  17 

28  — 

in 

17 

Totals 

...  7S 

01! 

1  31 

42 

All  the  clinics  referred  to  above,  with  the  exception  of  that  at 
Lincoln,  are  held  at  County  Council  premises.  The  clinic  at  Lincoln 
to  which  cases  from  the  north  of  the  Countv  are  referred  is  a  special 
clinic  for  children  and  is  held  at  the  County  Hospital. 
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Orthopaedic : 

Specialist  clinics  are  held  at  the  Authority’s  premises  at  Slea- 
foid  and  Grantham  and  102  pre-school  children  (including  55  new 
cases)  were  seen  by  the  Surgeons  in  attendance  who  held  a  total 
of  238  consultations  during  the  year.  In  addition  14  cases  were 
referred  to  hospital  orthopaedic  out-patients’  departments.  Regular 
treatment  sessions  for  massage,  remedial  exercises,  ultra-violet 
light,  etc.  are  held  at  the  clinics  by  the  County  Council’s  physio¬ 
therapy  staff,  who  dealt  with  45  pre-school  children  during  the 
year;  these  children  made  a  total  of  1,123  attendances. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 

Ten  pre-school  children  were  seen  as  new  cases  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Morey  at  the  Grantham  and  Sleaford  Clinics,  and  14  children 
attended  who  had  previously  been  examined.  Nine  children  were 
found  to  need  operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  or 
adenoids.  In  addition  3  cases  were  referred  to  hospital  clinics  for 
examination. 

Rheumatism  and  Heart : 

Seven  pre-school  children  were  examined  as  new  cases  by  Dr. 
J.  \V.  Brown  at  the  County  Council’s  Cardiological  Clinics,  and  5 
attendances  were  made  for  re-examination.  In  addition,  one  child 
was  referred  to  a  hospital  clinic  for  examination. 

Paediatric : 

Two  children  of  pre-school  age  were  referred  during  the  year 
to  paediatricians  at  local  hospitals,  one  on  account  of  fainting 
attacks  ana  the  other  on  account  of  a  feeding  difficulty. 

Dermatology : 

Two  children  were  referred  to  the  Dermatologist  at  a  local 
hospital  on  account  of  eczema  and  naevus  respectively. 

Surgical : 

Two  children  were  referred  to  a  Consultant  Surgeon,  one  of 
whom  subsequently  received  operative  treatment. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Two  pre-school  children  w'ere  referred  to  the  Speech  'I  herapist 
at  a  local  hospital  on  account  of  slow  and  defective  speech. 

Dental  Treatment : 

There  was  again  little  opportunity  of  devoting  time  to  the 
examination  and  treatment  of  pre-school  children  and  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  as  we  remained  two  short  of  our  complement 
of  Dental  Officers  throughout  the  year.  The  w'ork  that  wras  under¬ 
taken  was  confined  to  a  small  number  of  pre-school  children  re¬ 
ferred  from  infant  welfare  centres,  and  details  are  as  follows:  — 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care:  — 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Pen  tally 
Fit 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

■  _ 

_ 

— 

Children  under  five 

21 

16 

16 

15 

(b)  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided 
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sing  Mothers  ...; 

Children  under  five 
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”  r*  ^ 

JS5-a 
o  ^ 


Dentures 

Provided 
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Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children : 

Reports  on  the  circumstances  of  319  expectant  mothers  requir¬ 
ing  institutional  confinement  on  social  grounds  were  submitted  to 
the  appropriate  hospital  authorities  following  home  visits  by  the 
health  visiting  staff. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  9  children  to  receive  in-patient 
treatment  in  hospital. 

Premature  Infants : 

During  the  year  there  w;ere  121  live  births  assignable  to  this 
area  of  babies  notified  as  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth;  98  of 
these  babies  survived  at  least  28  days. 

Twenty-nine  of  the  babies  were  born  at  home  (6  being  subse¬ 
quently  transferred  to  hospitals),  89  in  hospitals  and  3  in  private 
nursing  homes. 

There  were  28  premature  still-births — 25  in  hospitals  and  3  at 
home. 

The  above  cases  are  classified  in  Table  V  on  page  53. 

The  Authority’s  scheme  for  the  care  of  premature  infant-, 
described  in  previous  Reports,  remained  unchanged. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers: 

The  number  of  illegitimate  children  (live  births)  born  in  the 
County  during  the  year  was  92,  representing  4.5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  live  births  recorded;  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  year 
were  107  and  5.1  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  Council’s  arrangements  for  giving  assistance  to  unmarried 
mothers  continued  as  before,  the  Lincoln  Diocesan  Association  for 
Moral  Welfare  supplying  the  Welfare  Workers  to  undertake  domi¬ 
ciliary  investigations  and  arranging  where  necessary  the  admission 
of  cases  to  suitable  Homes.  The  County  Council  pays  the  Associa¬ 
tion  an  annual  grant  in  recognition  of  the  valuable  assistance  they 
give  in  this  way. 
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During  the  year  2  unmarried  expectant  mothers  were  admitted 
under  these  arrangements  to  the  Association’s  Maternity  Home 
(Ihe  Quarryj  at  Lincoln  and  4  others  to  similar  homes  elsewhere. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits-. 

The  number  of  maternity  outtits  issued  during  the  year  to 
maternity  patients  confined  at  home  was  475.  The  proportion  of 
patients  who  made  use  of  this  facility  was,  therefore,  65  per  cent., 
compared  with  77  per  cent,  in  1954  and  84  per  cent,  in  1953. 


Day  Nursery : 

The  County  Council’s  Day  Nursery  at  St.  Catherine’s  Road, 
Grantham,  continued  to  provide  useful  service,  particularly  in 
those  cases  where  it  was  essential  for  the  mother  to  take  up  employ¬ 
ment  if  she  were  to  remain  independent  of  outside  assistance  and 
still  be  in  a  position  to  maintain  herself  and  family  at  a  reasonable 
standard  of  living. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  Report,  a  slightly  lower  scale  of 
charges  was  introduced  early  this  year  and,  as  was  anticipated, 
this  has  had  the  effect  generally  of  improving  the  take-up  of  places. 

Details  of  attendances,  etc.  throughout  the  year  are  given  in 
the  following  table :  — 


• 

No.  of 
children  on 
register 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

No.  of 
whose 
were  on 

Mothers 

children 

register 

Under 

2 

years 

Over 

2 

years 

Under 

2 

years 

Over 

2 

years 

In 

whole¬ 

time 

employ¬ 

ment 

In 

part- 

time 

employ¬ 

ment 

January 

7 

17 

3 

9 

20 

1 

February  ... 

6 

16 

3 

8 

18 

2 

March 

10 

18 

6 

11 

26 

1 

April 

11 

21 

6 

9 

25 

1 

May 

11 

21 

6 

10 

26 

1 

June 

16 

25 

12 

16 

31 

3 

July 

16 

25 

1  1 

16 

32 

3 

August 

16 

25 

10 

16 

33 

3 

September  ... 

20 

26 

11 

20 

37 

5 

October 

20 

29 

1  5 

22 

36 

5 

November  ... 

19 

28 

12 

20 

32 

6 

December  ... 

14 

24 

10 

17 

28 

5 

Average  for  Year 

14 

23 

9 

15 

2, 

3 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 : 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  premises  or  daily  minders 
registered  in  the  County  under  this  Act. 
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Welfare  Foods  Service : 

The  County  Council’s  arrangements  for  the  administration 
of  this  service  were  set  out  in  detail  in  my  last  Report.  They  con¬ 
tinue  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  there  has  been  no  occasion  to 
make  any  major  alteration. 

A  small  distributing  centre  at  South  Kyrne  closed  during  the 
year  on  account  of  lack  of  demand.  A  new  centre  was  opened  at 
Ruskington,  where  it  is  proving  a  boon  to  local  users.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  60  centres — 4  in  the  towns  (open  daily)  and 
56  in  rural  districts  (open  mainly  once  or  twice  a  month). 

Those  who  are  unable  to  attend  at  a  centre  (e.g.  by  reason 
of  distance,  ill-health,  domestic  reasons,  etc.)  may  have  National 
Dried  Milk  sent  to  them  by  post  on  submission  to  the  office  of 
the  requisite  stamped  coupons,  the  postal  charges  being  met  by 
the  County  Council.  Such  postal  despatches  are  a  regular  daily 
feature  of  the  service,  some  25/35  tins  being  sent  off  each  week. 


Details  of  the  issue  of  Welfare  Foods  since  the  Authority 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  Service  are  set  out  below. 


Quarter 

ended 

N.D.M. 

C.L.O 

A.  &  D. 
tablets 

O.J. 

30.  9.54 

19.023 

4,319 

1,180 

20,835 

31.12.54 

18,137 

4,501 

1,173 

16,755 

31.  3.55 

16,333 

4,385 

1.176 

16,713 

30.  6.55 

16,259 

3,406 

1,129 

19.660 

30.  9.55 

16,330 

3,219 

1,268 

24.091 

31.12.55 

15,357 

4,629 

1 ,359 

18,846 

Totals  for  year 
1955 

64,279 

15,639 

4,932 

79,310 

PREVENTION  OF 

BREAK-UP 

OF  FAMILIES 

(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  27/54) 

The  General  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Services  of  the 
County  Council  play  an  important  part  in  relation  to  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  break-up  of  families.  Insofar  as  family  difficulties  frequently 
originate  in  the  temporary  acute  illness  or  infirmity  of  parent's 
or  guardian,  in  such  cases  it  is  possible  for  the  Local  Health 
Authority  to  assist  the  family  so  that  children  can  continue  to  live 
at  home  by  the  provision  of  domestic  help.  The  County  Council 
has  al-o  agreed  to  provide  a  Sitters-in  Service  at  night,  e.g.  where 
fne  father  may  be  employed  on  night  work,  but  so  far  the  demand 
for  this  Service  has  proved  to  be  very  small. 

With  regard  to  children  in  problem  families  where  one  or 
both  parents  may  be  handicapped  by  physical  ill-health  or  are  of 
low  intelligence  or  suffering  from  mental  instability  and  who  may 
be  exposed  to  physical  neglect  or  risk  of  mental  illness,  phycho- 
logical  disturbances  and  retarded  mental  development,  such  cases 
can  not  infrequently  be  dealt  with  through  the  Council’s  Child 
Guidance  Scheme.  Children  who  are  able  to  do  so  are  encouraged 
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tC'  attend  the  Child  Guidance  Clinics,  but  in  severe  cases  where 
icmedial  treatment  cannot  be  attempted  either  at  the  Clinics  or 
through  the  homes,  admission  to  the  Council’s  Residential  Hostel 
at  Bourne  can  be  effected  in  suitable  cases  so  far  as  age  and  sex  are 
concerned.  Other  children  may  have  to  be  considered  for  admission 
to  Hostels  or  Residential  Schools  outside  the  County.  An  appoint¬ 
ment  nas  recently  been  made  of  a  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  to 
complete  the  Child  Guidance  team  and  this,  it  is  felt,  will  be  useful 
in  the  following-up  of  cases  at  home  who  require  investigation  and 
specialised  help. 

Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Council’s  nurses,  health 
visitors  and  the  general  medical  practitioners.  The  attention  of 
the  latter  has  been  drawn  to  the  existence  of  problem  families  and 
to  the  fact  that  such  cases  may  require  to  be  referred  to  such 
agencies  as  the  Local  Housing  Authority,  the  Children’s  Depart¬ 
ment  or  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  in  addition  to  the  Council’s  Child  Guid¬ 
ance  Service.  Attention  has  also  been  drawn  to  the  desirability  of 
personal  contact  and  interchange  of  information  between  the 
general  medical  practitioners  and  the  Council’s  health  visitors  in 
order  that  each  may  understand  and  appreciate  the  others  duties 
and  responsibilities.  On  the  whole,  it  is  believed  that  a  good  and 
harmonious  practical  working  arrangement  has  been  developed  be¬ 
tween  the  Council’s  nurses,  health  visitors  and  the  general 
medical  practitioners  and  that  the  necessary  conditions  exist  for 
professional  co-operation  and  teamwork  which  is  necessary  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  health  and  wellbeing  of  the  community. 

It  is  not  considered  that  the  problem  of  cruelty  and  chili 
neglect  exists  to  any  serious  extent  in  Kesteven  and  this  may  be 
associated  with  rural  ways  of  life.  Similarly,  maladjustment  in 
childhood  is  not  thought  to-  be  as  extensive  as  may  be  found  in 
highly  industrialised  areas;  rural  ways  of  life  do  in  fact  tend  to 
promote  a  stable  mental  outlook.  This  subject  was  referred  to  on 
page  17  of  my  Annual  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer  for  1951. 

In  general,  close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  local  agencies  dealing 
with  child  neglect,  i.e.  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  Police,  general  medical 
practitioners,  nursing  services,  etc.  and  not  infrequently  they  are 
able  to  take  preventive  action  before  such  problems  develop  to  any 
great  extent. 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES 

The  one  small  private  nursing  home — with  accommodation  for 
one  maternity  case — which  was  on  the  County  Council  s  registe- 
at  the  beginning  of  1955  continued  in  operation  throughout  the 
year  ana  no  further  homes  were  registered.  Periodic  visits  of 
inspection  are  made  by  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent  in  her 
capacity  of  inspector  of  nursing  homes. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


Health  Visiting,  Tuberculosis  Visiting  and  School  Nursing 
are  undertaken  partly  by  whole-time  qualified  Health  Visitors  and 
partly — more  particularly  in  the  rural  areas — by  District  Nurse- 
Midwives. 

The  year  began  with  a  staff  of  12  whole-time  Health  Visitors 
out  of  an  establishment  of  13.  Four  resignations  occurred  but 
oespite  frequent  advertising  no  appointments  were  made,  so  that 
the  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  8  only.  Unfortunately 
no  success  was  met  with  in  obtaining  candidates  for  training  and 
m  view  of  this  the  County  Council  decided  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  to  amend  its  scheme — under  which  an  overall  grant  of  ap¬ 
proximately  £160  had  been  payable  to  candidates  to  assist  witn 
training  fees  and  maintenance— by  providing  that,  during  the  period 
of  training,  the  trainee  would  receive  75  per  cent,  of  the  minimum 
of  the  salary  to  which  a  qualified  health  visitor  is  entitled  plus  the 
cost  of  books,  course  and  examination  fees,  etc.  It  is  too  early 
yet  to  say  whether  these  improvements  in  the  scheme  will  produce 
the  desired  results. 

Some  re-arrangement  of  health  visiting  in  the  vacant  areas 
was  effected  to  ensure  that  the  more  essential  duties  could  be 
taken  over  temporarily  by  members  of  the  nursing  staff. 

There  is  now  a  total  of  24  districts  in  the  area  where  com¬ 
bined  duties  of  health  visiting,  home  nursing  and  midwifery  are 
carried  out  as  a  regular  arrangement,  and  the  establishment  for 
these  was  up  to  full  strength  for  most  of  the  year.  The  staff 
employed  in  these  districts  all  carry  out  health  visiting  duties  under 
dispensations  granted  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  the  National 
Health  Service  (Qualifications  of  Health  Visitors  and  Tuberculosis 
Visitors)  Regulations,  1948. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  home  visiting  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  during  the  year  under  review:  — 

Children  under  1  year  of  age:  First  visits  2.110.  Total  visits  10,692 
,,  age  1  and  under  2  years:  ,,  ,,  7,911 

,,  ,,  2  but  ,,  5  :  ,,  ,,  14,295 

(No.  of  children  under  5  visited  during  year:  10,016). 

♦Expectant  mothers:  First  visits  76.  Total  visits  145 

Tuberculous  households:  1,557 

Other  cases  (i.e.,  Care  and  After- 
Care,  Infectious  Disease,  etc.):  ,,  ,,  1,704 

Total  home  visits —  36,304 

♦excluding  visits  by  District  Nurse-Midwife /Health  Visitors. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Health  Visitors  were  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics,  details  of  which  appear 
in  other  sections  of  the  Report. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 
MIDWIFERY: 

During  1955  notifications  of  intention  to  practise  were  received 
from  90  midwives,  of  whom  81  continued  to  practise  in  the  County 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  classified  as  follows:  — 

Domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council  46 
(including  3  occasional  reliefs) 

Midwives  employed  by  Hospital  Management  Committees  35 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2  notices  of  intention  to  practise 
as  Maternity  Nurses  were  received. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended  during 
the  year ; — 


(1)  Employed  by  County 
Council... 

(2)  Employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Cmmtt’s 

Totals  ... 


Dorr 

C 

liciliary 

ases 

Ca: 

Insti 

;es  in 
tutions 

T 

otal 

As 

Mid- 

wives 

(1) 

As 

Mater’y 

Nurses 

(2) 

As 

Mid- 

wives 

(3) 

As 

Mater’y 

Nurses 

(4) 

As 

Mid¬ 

wives 

(5) 

As 

Mater’y 

Nurses 

(6) 

638 

91 

955 

236 

638 

955 

91 

236 

638 

91 

955 

236 

1593 

327 

In  addition  to  the  cases  recorded  against  Item  (1)  above,  the 
County  Council’s  midwives  attended  in  their  own  homes  656  insti¬ 
tutional  cases  who  were  discharged  before  the  fourteenth  day  after 
the  confinement. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  of  the  total  of  1,920 
confinements,  729  took  place  at  home,  and  1,191  in  maternity 
units.  There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  cases  in  the 
County  confined  in  hospital,  a  trend  which,  as  illustrated  in  the 
following  figures,  commenced  shortly  after  the  coming  into  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  in  1948  and  has  continued 
ever  since. 


Domiciliary  Cases 

Cases 

in  Institutions 

As 

As 

As 

As 

Midwives 

Maternity 

Total 

Midwives 

Maternity 

Total 

Nurses 

Nurses 

1948 

927 

506 

1433 

464 

375 

839 

1949 

735 

467 

1202 

700 

420 

1120 

1950 

822 

291 

1113 

614 

424 

103S 

1951 

784 

178 

962 

786 

264 

1050 

1952 

772 

170 

942 

841 

146 

987 

1953 

736 

130 

866 

789 

315 

1104 

1954 

697 

118 

815 

933 

245 

1178 

1955 

638 

91 

729 

955 

236 

1191 
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The  non-medical  and  general  snpen  ision  of  midwives  is  undei- 
taken  by  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent  and  her  two  Assist¬ 
ants,  who  together  made  45  routine  inspections  and  31  special  visits . 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  b\ 
midwives  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  195B  totalled 
12S — all  domiciliary. 

Other  notifications  from  midwives  were  leceived  as  follows:- 

Stillbirths  .  21 

Laying-out  the  dead  ...  ...  ...  •••  •> 

Liability  to  be  source  of  infection  ...  ...  <> 

Artificial  Feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Den  tb  of  Ch  ild  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  t) 

babies 


Of  the  729  home  confinements  692 


were  wholly  breast 


fed  at  the  fourteenth  day.  Fifty-two  miscarriages  were  attended 


against  59  during  the  previous  year. 


all  23,464  visits  to 


maternity  cases  were  made  by  the  Council's  midwives,  7, 598  of 
which  were  for  ante-natal  examination  purposes. 


Administration  of  Analgesia  : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  79  midwives  practising  in  the  Count}/ 
were  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air.  Forty-two  of  these  were 
members  of  the  County  Council's  staff,  2  occasional  reliefs  on  the 
County  Council’s  staff  and  the  remainder  were  employed  by  Hos¬ 
pital  Management  Committees. 

Of  the  729  domiciliary  confinements  in  the  year,  gas  and  air 
was  administered  to  479  cases,  i.e.  66  per  cent.,  while  Pethidine, 
an  alternative  form  of  analgesia,  was  given  in  223  cases. 

“Trilene”  (Trichloroethylene  B.P.),  a  further  analgesic  now 
approved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  use  by  midwives,  is 
not  in  general  use  by  the  County  Council's  staff.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  administered  to  9  cases  during  the  year. 

Refresher  Courses  for  Midwives : 

The  Central  Midwives  Board  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
conferred  upon  them  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1951,  have  framed 
rules  requiring  midwives  to  attend  from  time  to  time  courses  of 
instruction  approved  by  the  Board.  The  effect  of  these  rules, 
which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  February,  1955,  is  that  all 
practising  midwives  (including  supervisors  and  assistant  super¬ 
visors)  are  required  to  attend  approved  refresher  courses  within 
the  period  ending  31st  December,  1058,  and  thereafter,  if  they 
continue  to  practise,  every  five  years. 

The  County  Council  as  local  supei  vising  authority  arc  under 
a  duty  to  ensure  that  such  courses  of  instruction  are  available 
for  all  midwives  practising  in  their  area.  Arrangements  have  al¬ 
ready  been  made  for  a  number  of  the  Council’s  midwives  to  attend 
courses  during  1056  and  a  provisional  programme  has  been  drawn 
up  to  ensure  that  the  remainder  will  have  done  so  by  the  pre¬ 
scribed  date.  The  matter  has  also  been  taken  up  with  maternity 
units  in  the  area  as  far  as  the  attendance  of  their  midwifery  staff 
at  these  courses  is  concerned. 
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Home  Nursing: 

All  general  home  nursing  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council’s  nurse-midwives  who  devote  approximately  half  of  their 
time  to  home  nursing. 

Details  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  are  given  in 
the  following  statement:  — 


Type  of  Case  Visited 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Visits 

Medical 

1.846 

31,931 

Surgical 

1,265 

18.106 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

31 

268 

Tuberculosis 

35 

1,191 

Maternal  Complications 

34 

355 

Others 

10 

123 

Totals 

3.221 

51,974 

Of  the  3,221  cases  visited  1,245,  or  39  per  cent.,  were  65 
years  of  age  or  over  and  439,  or1  14  per  cent.,  were  under  5  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  during  the  year. 

A  gradual  change  is  noticeable  in  connection  with  the  County 
Home  Nursing  Service.  There  has  been  a  decrease  of  the  actual 
nursing  of  the  acutely  ill  but  more  time  is  now  devoted  to  the  care 
and  rehabilitation  of  the  infirm  and  aged.  To  this  end  good  liaison 
exists  between  the  Home  Nursing  Service,  General  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioners,  Welfare  authorities,  W.V.S.,  British  Red  Cross  Society 
and  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

An  increased  number  of  visits  have  been  paid  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  injections,  i.e.  anli-biotics,  insulin,  hormones,  etc. 

There  is  little  to  report  regarding  the  home  nursing  of  children. 
The  Paediatric  Specialists  are  most  helpful  in  supplying  details  of 
modern  trends  in  treatment,  and  children  discharged  from  hospitals 
and  convalescent  homes  are  carefully  supervised  until  there  is  a 
complete  return  to  health. 


GENERAL 

Staff : 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  42  domiciliary  nurse- 
midwives  on  the  staff.  There  were  3  resignations  and  4  appoint¬ 
ments,  resulting  in  a  staff  of  43  (7  short  of  the  present  establish¬ 
ment)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  members  of  the  staff  attended  a  refresher  course  for 
Distiict  Nurses,  organised  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  Distri-t 
Nursing  and  one  of  the  two  Assistant  County  Nursing  Superin¬ 
tendents  attended  a  course  in  administrative  and  supervisory  duties 
organised  by  the  same  body. 
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Review  of  Nursing  Districts: 

For  some  considerable  time  it  had  been  realised  that  signifi¬ 
cant  population  changes  w  ere  taking  place  in  various  parts  of  the 
county,  with  an  obvious  increase  in  the  north. 

No  accurate  assessment  of  the  position  was  possible  until  the 
publication  of  the  1951  Census  figures  Once  these  became  avail¬ 
able  a  review'  of  all  the  nursing  districts  of  the  county  was  under¬ 
taken,  and  it  became  apparent  that  an  additional  nurse /midwife 
should  be  provided  for  the  northern  part  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  large  housing  schemes  shortly  to  be  started 
a  further  addition  to  the  staff  wouid  in  all  probability  be  needed 
in  the  near  future. 

A  new  nursing  district  (called  the  SWINDERT3Y  district)  was 
therefore  formed  in  the  north-east  of  the  county  by  reducing  the 
areas  of  four  adjacent  districts  of  Skellingthorpe,  Hykeliam, 
Waddington  and  Bassingham,  where  the  population  to  be  covered 
by  the  existing  nurses  was  excessively  high,  according  to  recog¬ 
nised  standards. 

A  nurse /midwife  was  duly  appointed  to  this  new  district  of 
SWINDERBY,  but  before  she  could  take  up  her  duties  in  that 
area  the  nurse  for  the  neighbouring  district  of  Waddington  became 
ill  for  a  prolonged  period,  and  it  was  necessary  to  employ  the 
Swinderby  nurse  to  relieve  in  this  district.  It  was  not  possible, 
iherefore,  to  provide  the  north  of  the  county  with  much  needed 
assistance  during  1955. 

Housing : 

During  the  year  two  more  houses  were  completed — at  Navenbv 
and  Hcckington— and  were  immediately  occupied.  The  total 
number  of  nurses’  houses  owned  by  the  County  Council  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  n.  Three  more  were  in  course  of  erection — 
at  Sleaford,  Ropsley  and  Corby. 

Unfortunately  building  costs  have  continued  to  rise  and  typical 
houses  arc  now  costing  .-Eyco-.-Eqoo  more  than  they  did  five  years 
ago,  according  to  locality.  Estimates  of  cost  are  often  enhanced 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  house  to  be  built  is  a  single  unit  far 
iemoved  from  a  contractor’s  yard,  involving  considerable  extra 
transport  for  men  and  materials,  without  any  compensating 
economies  which  can  be  achieved  by  building  a  number  of  similar 
houses  at  one  time.  The  Council  has  one  case  where  tenders  have 
been  invited  on  three  separate  occasions,  at  yearly  intervals,  and 
the  lowest  tender  has  been  so  high  as  to  preclude  acceptance. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  decided  that  it  was. 
imperative  to  build  a  nurse’s  house  at  Stamford  in  order  to  attract 
applicants  for  the  long  standing  vacancy  on  the  midwifery  staff 
there.  The  approval  in  principle  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
obtained  and  enquiries  for  a  suitable  site  were  begun. 

The  Minister  approved  in  principle  the  provision  of  a  nurse’s 
house  for  the  new  nursing  district  of  Swinderby,  and  preliminary 
enquiries  for  a  suitable  site  were  put  in  hand. 
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Transport : 

One  new  car  was  received  during  the  year  and  assigned  to 
Grantham. 

Permission  was  given  to  four  more  nurses  to  provide  their 
own  cars,  making  a  total  of  ten  private  cars  in  use  by  nurses. 

Total  cars  in  the  nursing  service  at  the  end  of  the  year — 
Owned  by  County  Council  ...  ...  40 

Private  cars  provided  by  nurses  ...  ...  10 

50 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

As  far  as  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  against 
Smallpox  were  concerned  there  were  no  changes  during  the  year 
in  the  Council’s  scheme  under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  as  set  out  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1948.  The  Ministry 
of  Health,  however,  suggested  that  schemes  made  by  local  health 
authorities  under  this  section  of  the  Act  would  be  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  clause  designed  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  these 
particular  schemes  being  amended  from  time  to  time  thus  avoiding 
delay  when  a  definite  subject  for  immunisation  was  waiting  to  be 
authorised.  The  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister  cf 
Health,  accordingly  amended  its  scheme  by  the  addition  of  the 
following  clause :  — 

“The  Council  proposes  also  to  make  arrangements  for 
offering  to  persons  in  its  area  or  to  any  groups  of  such  persons, 
immunisation  against  any  ether  diseases  in  respect  of  which 
authority  is  sought  from  and  given  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  responsible  for  keeping 
records  directed  towards  assessing  the  value  of  any  such  form 
of  immunisation.’’ 

Vaccination : 

A  slight  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  who  were  vaccinated  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  in  1955  was  as  follows:  — 


Age  at  date 

of  Under  1 

Vaccination 

1 

2-4 

5-1  1 

15  or  over 

Total 

No.  vaccinated  448 

1 

64 

,39 

27 

98 

(176 

No.  re-vaccin’d 

— 

1 

21 

150 

178 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation : 

Table  A  below  indicates  the  number  of  childien  who  completed 
a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation  or  received  a  secondary 
or  reinforcing  injection  during  1955,  while  Table  1?  gives  details 
of  the  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  ago  who,  at  the  31st 
December,  had  completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time 
before  t hat  date,  i.c.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1 94 r . 

A. 


Ag©  at  date  of  final  injection  (as 
regards  (i))  or  of  reinforcing 
injection  (as  regards  (ii)). 


Under  1  i 

1—4 

5 — 14 

Total 
Under  15 

(i)  No.  who  completed  a  full  eourst 
of  primary  immunisation 

471 

734 

1 35 

1,310 

(ii)  No.  who  received  a  secondary 
or  reinforcing  injection 

—  100 

017 

717 

B. 


Age  at  31  / 12/55 
i.e. 

born  in  year 

Under  1 
1955 

1  to  4 
1951-1954 

5  to  9  10  to  14 

1940-1950  1941-1945 

Total 
under  15 

No.  immunised 

08 

4,409 

7,943  7,378 

19,858 

Estimated 
mid-year  Child 

2,070 

8.830 

21,100 

32,000 

population 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  statistics  for  the  year  reflect  a  further  increase  in  the 
demands  upon  the  Service,  the  total  mileage  for  the  Administra¬ 
tive  County  having  increased  by  26,236  and  the  number  of  patients 
earned  by  3,167  as  compared  with  1954;  the  increase  was  in  the 
main  due  to  heavier  demands  for  the  transportation  of  sitting  eases. 
The  cost  per  vehicle  mile,  however,  remained  at  i/3d.  compared 
with  2/'6d.  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  number  or  disposition  ot 
vehicles  since  the  last  Report.  Details  of  the  County  Council’s 
fleet  are  as  follows :  — 

Ambulances : 

The  number  and  disposition  of  Corn  tv  Council-owi  cd  ambu¬ 
lances  is  as  follows:  — 

Bedford  28  h.n.  Spurlings  (short-wheelbase)  .  .  8 

Bedford  28  h.p.  Spurlings  (long-whcclbase  j  2 

The  ambulances  operate  from  the  following  centres 
Grantham  Ambulance  Station  ...  4 

Sleaford  Ambulance  Station  ; 

Bourne  Ambulance  Station  .  . 

Bourne  Isolation  Hospital  ...  1 
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Sitting-Casa  Vehicles: 

I  he  Council’s  fleet  of  sitting-case  vehicles  comprises:  — 
Bedford  Utilecon  type  ..  ...  5 

Vauxhali  VVyvern  Saloon  Cars  ...  2 

The  above  vehicles  are  based  as  follows:  — 

Grantham  Ambulance  Station  ...  1  car 

1  Utilecon 

Sleaford  Ambulance  Station  .  .  1  car 

2  Utilecons 

Bourne  Ambulance  Station  ...  1  Utilecon 

Stamford  .  1  Utilecon 


Owner-Drivers  of  Private  Cars: 

Eleven  owner-drivers  were  available  by  arrangement  for  the 
conveyance  of  sitting  patients  in  the  area  covered  by  the  directly 
provided  ambulance  service,  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  mile. 

Garaging  and  Servicing: 

The  arrangements  for  garaging  the  County  Council’s  vehicles 
remain  as  detailed  in  previous  reports,  no  changes  having  taken 
place  during  the  period  under  review.  Garage  accommodation 
owned  or  leased  by  the  Council  is  situated  at  Swinegate,  Grantham, 
Playhouse  Yard,  Westgate,  Sleaford,  and  Ouecn’s  Road,  Bourne. 

The  servicing  and  maintenance  of  vehicles  (other  than  routine 
servicing  carried  out  by  the  whole-time  drivers)  continues  to  be 
undertaken  by  commercial  garages  who  also  supply  part-time- 
drivers  on  an  “as  required’’  basis  at  each  of  the  centres  referred  to 
above. 

Personnel : 

(a)  Whole-time  Drivers.  —  No  change  has  been  made  in  the 
total  number  of  drivers,  nine  being  employed  as  follows :  — 
3  at  Grantham,  3  at  Sleaford,  2  at  Bourne  and  1  at  Stam¬ 
ford. 

(b)  Part-lime  Drivers. — Five  part-time  retained  drivers  (Gran¬ 
tham  3,  Sleaford  2)  are  employed  to  supplement  the  whole¬ 
time  staff  and  provide  adequate  relief  from  stand-by  duty 
outside  normal  working  hours.  At  Bourne  such  relief  is 
provided  by  arrangements  for  drivers  to  be  made  available 
by  a  commercial  garage.  Additional  part-time  drivers  con 
tinuc  to  be  supplied  when  required  by  commercial  garages 
adjacent  to  the  Ambulance  Stations. 

(0)  Attendants. — Members  of  the  undermentioned  organisations 
have  continued  to  serve  as  ambulance  attendants  in  a  volun¬ 
tary  capacity  throughout  the  year  and  have  carried  out 
their  duties  in  a  most  efficient  manner :  — 

Grantham — British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Sleaford — St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Sleaford  and  District  Voluntary  First  Aid 
and  Ambulance  Unit. 

Bourne --British  Red  Cross  Society. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955: 


A.  Directly  operated  Service: 


Ambulances  ,  Sitting-Case 

Cars 

Totals 

Mile-  Jour-  Pati-  Mile-  Jour- 

Pati-  Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

Depot 

ages  neys  ents  ages  neys 

ents  ages 

neys 

ents 

Grantham 

47,758  2,554  4,140  55.265  3,177 

6,284 103023 

5,731 

10,424 

Sleaford 

61,545  1,102  7,360  91,836  1,551 

5,705  153381 

2,653 

13.125 

Bourne 

27,403  676  1,385  20,486  511 

1,558  53,889 

1,187 

2,943 

Stamford 

—  1  —  —  47,197  912 

4,353  47,197 

912 

4,353 

Totals 

136706  4,332  12,885  220784  6,151 

17,960357490 

10,483 

30,845 

Average  Journey:  34.10  miles. 


B.  STAMFORD.  —  Agency  Service  provided  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  operating  from  Stamford: 


Ambulances 

Mileage 

Journeys 

Patients 

11,572 

672 

1,051 

Average  Journey : 


17.22  miles. 


C.  NORTH  KbSTEVEN  (and  part  of  East  Kesteven) — Agency  Service 
provided  by  the  Lincoln  Corporation: 

The  following  statistics  relating  to  Kesteven  patients  carried  by 
vehicles  of  the  Lincoln  Ambulance  Service  under  the  Joint  Scheme  have 


been  pi 

•ovided  by 

the 

Lincoln  C 

orporation  Health  Depai 

tment : 

Ambulanc 

ES 

Sitting- Case 

Cars 

Totals 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

I  Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

ages 

nevs 

ents 

ages 

neys 

ents 

ages 

neys 

ents 

38,013 

1,167 

4,53 

7  ;  53,892 

1,337 

4,899 

91,905 

2,494 

9,436 

Average 

Journey 

:  .'16.85 

miles. 

D.  Summary  for 

the 

whole  of 

the  admi 

listrative 

county. 

Ambulanc 

ES 

SlTT 

ing-Case 

Cars 

Totals 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Pati- 

ages 

neys 

ents 

ages 

nevs 

ents 

ages 

neys 

ents 

186,291 

6,161 

18,47 

3  274,676 

7,488 

22,859 

460,967 

13,649 

41,332 

Average 

J  ourney 

:  33.77 

miles. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
Tuberculosis : 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors,  whose  duties 
include  those  of  Tuberculosis  Visiting,  made  1,557  visits  to  patients 
to  give  advice  as  necessary  and  furnish  reports  on  social  circum¬ 
stances  and  contacts.  Arrangements  for  the  interchange  of  informa¬ 
tion  between  the  County  Health  Department,  Chest  Physicians  and 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  as  described  in  recent  previous 
Reports  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily. 

Reporting  on  the  work  of  the  Chest  Unit  during  the  year,  Dr. 
H.  G.  H.  Butcher,  the  Unit’s  Chief  Medical  Officer,  states:  — 

“In  1955  the  work  of  the  Unit  continued  unchanged,  its 
mam  work  being  the  diagnosis  and  assessment  of  every  possible 
case  of  tuberculosis  referred,  followed  by  the  treatment  of  the 
patient  concerned.  Closely  allied  with  this  side  of  the  work 
is  the  examination  of  contacts.  All  adult  contacts  are  filmed, 
while  all  the  child  contacts  have  Mantoux  tests;  those  negative 
to  1/100  are  offered  B.C.G. 

“There  are  two  Clinics  dealing  with  Kesteven  cases  in 
this  area — Grantham  and  Lincoln  (Mint  Lane).  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  tables,  at  Grantham  during  the  year  there 
was  a  further  drop  in  the  number  of  notifications  29,  as  against 
37  in  1954  and  45  in  1953.  The  number  of  contacts  examined 
at  Grantham  was  77,  of  which  two  were  found  to  be  tubercu¬ 
lous.  At  Lincoln  (Mint  Lane)  there  were  37  notifications  with 
no  contact  examinations,  none  of  whom  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Geantham 


Fou  ml 

•Notifications 

Contacts 

Tuberculous 

1949 

42 

41 

3 

4 

1950 

40 

107 

1951 

40 

125 

2 

1952 

49 

131 

7 

1953 

45 

50 

3 

1954 

37 

101 

4 

1955 

29 

i  i 

9 

Lincoln 


Found  | 

X  otifications 

Contacts 

Tuberculous  | 

1954 

34 

95 

1955 

37 

no 

— 

29 


“As  a  general  principle  no  cases  with  positive  sputa  are 
allowed  to  return  to  work  if  in  any  way  they  will  be  a  source 
of  danger  to  their  colleagues,  and  no  such  case  arose  in  the 
year. 

“Where  a  death  certificate  shows  the  cause  of  death  to  be 
tuberculous  and  the  case  was  not  notified  during  life  the  Health 
Visiters  follows  up  and  supplies  a  list  of  the  contacts  who  are 
invited  to  attend  for  examination  in  the  usual  way.” 

B.C.G.  Vaccination'. 

All  “Mantoux  negative”  children  of  known  cases  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  are  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  During  1955,  42  children  were 
treated,  compared  with  35  in  1954  and  31  in  1953. 

,1/rts.s  Radiography. 

The  two  mass  radiography  units  which  serve  Kesteven  come 
under  (he  direction  of  the  Sheffield  and  East  Anglian  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Boards  and  operate  from  Lincoln  and  Cambridge  respectively. 

During  March  the  Lincoln  unit  carried  out  a  survey  in  the 
Grantham  area.  Arrangement-  were  made  as  in  former  years  for 
teaching  and  canteen  staffs  and  “leavers”  from  schools  in  the  area, 
students  from  the  local  teachers’  training  college,  nursery  staffs  and 
home  helps  to  be  included  m  the  survey.  The  following  table 


gives  details  of  attendances,  etc. 

at  this  survey 

:  — 

Mi  ilrs  F 

pinnies 

Totals 

X-rayed  on  Miniature  Film  ... 

2591 

2430 

5021 

Recalled  for  Large  Film 

(id 

46 

112 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic- 

14 

1 

21 

Referred  to  own  Doctor 

4 

8 

12 

Cases  of : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  post 

primary  Active 

8 

3 

11 

Pul.  Tub.  p.p.  Inactive 

8 

10 

IS 

Pneumokoniosis 

1 

— 

1 

Cardiac  Abnormality 

0 

!) 

15 

General : 

During  the  year  4  sleeping  hellers  were  out  on  loan  under  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  open  air  treatment  of  tuberculous  patients, 
nd  46  cases  considered  to  be  in  need  of  extra  nourishment  were 
provided  with  free  liquid  milk. 

Four  patient  were  undergoing  a  course  of  rehabilitation  at 
Papworth  Village  Settlement;  the  Countv  Council  accepts  responsi¬ 
bility  from  the  time  when  these  patients  are  considered  lit  to  under¬ 
take  five  hours  work  daily. 

During  the  year  16  patients  who  were  being  nursed  at  home 
received  a-sistance  under  the  County  Council’s  Home  Help 
Scheme. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Authority  to  arrange  for  the  X-rav 
examination  of  any  Home  Helps  before  they  commence  duty  with 
a  family,  where  tuberculosis  is  present  in  the  household.  During 
the  year  1  Home  Help  was  X-rayed. 
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The  Council’s  medical  staff  undertook  the  medical  examination 
of  69  entrants  to  teachers’  training  colleges  and  15  entrants  to  the 
teaching  profession  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Education 
Circular  249:  X-ray  examination  has  to  be  undergone  by  persons 
in  the  former  group  prior  to  their  completion  of  training  and  taking 
up  teaching  work;  those  in  the  latter  group,  e.g.  the  occasional 
reiief  teacher  or  person  coming  direct  from  university,  have  now  to 
undergo  X-ray  examination  before  they  are  appointed  as  teachers. 

Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency : 

Reference  to  the  community  care  work  undertaken  amongst 
persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  or  defectiveness  appears  on 
page  33  of  this  Report  in  the  section  dealing  with  the  Mentai 
Health  Services  provided  by  the  Authority. 

Illness  Generally : 

When  requested  by  general  practitioners,  hospitals  or  other 
agencies,  the  County  Council  continued  to  assist  under  their  scheme 
patients  being  nursed  at  home  or  after  discharge  from  hospital. 

During  the  year  2  patients  (one  male  and  one  female)  and  also 
a  mother  with  two  children  were  sent  to  recuperative  holiday  homes 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council.  In  addition,  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made  for  one  female  patient  to  stay  for  a  short 
time  at  an  After  Care  home  for  cases  discharged  from  mentai 
hospitals,  pending  the  obtaining  of  suitable  employment.  A  physi¬ 
cally  disabled  female  patient  was  also  sent  to  a  training  workshop 
for  handicapped  persons. 

The  voluntary  laundry  scheme  for  the  aged  sick  in  the  Market 
Deeping  area  in  the  south  of  the  County  ("described  in  my  Report 
for  last  year)  to  which  the  County  Council  make  a  small  annual 
grant,  continued  to  provide  a  valuable  and  much  appreciated 
service. 

Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus: 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  Council’s  arrangements  as  out- 
lined  in  previous  Reports.  Each  District  Nurse  has  an  ample  stock 
of  the  smaller  items  of  loan  equipment,  while  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society,  who  staff  the  Medical  Loan  Depots  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council  have,  with  the  Council’s  assistance,  continued  to 
add  to  their  own  comprehensive  stocks  of  articles.  The  following 
statistics  for  the  year  give  some  indication  of  the  valuable  work 
which  these  Depots  are  undertaking:  — 


Depot 

No.  of  issues  made 

No.  of  individual 
cases  who  benefited 

Grantham  . 

287 

184 

Stamford  . 

272 

1G0 

Sleaford  . 

295 

139 

Totals  . 

854 

483 

3i 


Health  Education : 

The  medical  and  nursing  stafi  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  devote  time  to  giving  talks  on  health  topics  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  meetings  of  Women’s  Institutes,  etc.  Much  useful  work 
in  this  field  is  also  done  by  personal  contact  with  parents,  etc. 
during  the  Health  Visitor's  regular  domiciliary  visiting. 

An  annual  grant  is  made  by  the  County  Council  to  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  who  give  assistance  by  producing 
posters,  leaflets  and  suitable  health  propaganda  material  for  displav 
and  issue  at  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


BLIND  PERSONS 

The  following  information  relating  to  blind  persons  in  the 
County,  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Welfare  Officer,  has  been 
included  in  this  report  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  blind  and  partially-sighted 
persons  on  the  County  Council’s  register  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1955:  — 


(a)  Registered  at  1st  January,  1955 

(b)  New  registrations  during  the 

year 

(c)  De-certified  cases  re-registered 

(d)  Deaths 

le)  Transfers  to  other  areas 

(f)  Transfers  from  other  areas 

(g)  Transfers  from  blind  to  parti¬ 

ally-sighted  category  (included 
in  (b)  (ii)  above) 

(h)  Transfers  from  partially-sighted 

to  blind  category  (included  in 
(b)  (i)  above) 

(i)  Recovered  sight  ... 

(j)  Registered  at  .31st  December, 

1955  . 


(i)  .  (ii). 

Blind  Partially-sighted 

320  96 

41  20 

1 

53  5 

7  6 

4  2 


11 

3 

306  93 
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The  age  groups  of  the  persons  newly  registered  during  the 
year  were  as  follows:  — 


0 

to 

15 

years 

2 

16 

to 

59 

years 

9 

60 

to 

69 

years 

11 

70 

to 

79 

years 

16 

80 

years 

and  over 

23 

Total  ... 

61 

1  he  proportion  of  newly  registered  persons  aged  60  years  and 
over  represents  89%  of  the  new  registrations  compared  with 
9°%  the  previous  year.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  below  that 
in  33  cases  registered  during  the  year  no  treatment  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  certifying  ophthalmologists.  The  high  proportion 
of  aged  persons  is  undoubtedly  the  explanation  for  this. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year 
in  respect  of  which 
para.  7  (c)  of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends:  — 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

6 

12 

1 

— 

26 

16 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i) 
(b)  above  which  on 
follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

5 

8 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum : 

There  were  3  cases  of  this  disease  notified  in  Kesteven  under 
the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  1926-37, 
during  the  year.  Subsequent  follow-up  revealed  that  in  no  case 
was  vision  impaired. 


DOMESTIC  HELP 

The  Home  Helo  Organiser,  Miss  V.  Isaac,  reports  as  follows: 

“The  work  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  has  progressed 
steadily  throughout  the  year  with  no  material  changes  in  its  ad¬ 
ministration. 

“The  following  table,  which  gives  details  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  1954  and  55  shows  that  the  number  of  Maternity  and 
Tuberculosis  cases  helped  increased  slightly  and  that  in  all  areas 
substantially  more  general  illness  cases — in  fact  nearly  double  the 
cases  last  year — have  made  calls  on  the  Service:  the  demand  fin- 
help  for  chronic  sick  cases,  including  aged  and  infirm  patients,  ha- 
also  again  risen  considerably. 
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( 

ases  assisted 

N  umber 

of  helps 

Total 

Chronic 

employed  at 

sick, 

end  of  year 

Hours 

Area 

Mater- 

T.B. 

including 

Others 

Total 

(all 

worked 

nity 

a^ed  and 

part-time) 

by  Helps 

infirm 

Grantham 

1954 

4 

0 

168 

13 

191 

65 

3 1 ,900 

1955 

11 

10 

212 

24 

257 

76 

37,447 

Sleaford 

1954 

8 

3 

52 

19 

82 

36 

19,085 

1955 

4 

4 

64 

41 

1 13 

42 

29,293 

North 

Kesteven 

1954 

6 

1 

26 

11 

44 

12 

7,126 

1955 

9 

1 

31 

19 

60 

13 

.9,254 

Stamford 

1954 

9 

2 

40 

15 

66 

19 

13.002 

1955 

9 

1 

36 

29 

75 

17 

18,767 

Bourne 

1954 

3 

1 

35 

6 

45 

12 

8,937 

1955 

4 

— 

30 

8 

42 

14 

11,586 

Totals 

1954 

30 

13 

321 

64 

128 

111 

,83,050 

1955 

37 

16 

373 

121 

547 

162 

106,347 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  Night  Attendants  Service  was 
inaugurated  with  the  object  of  supplementing  the  Home  Help  Ser¬ 
vice  by  the  provision  of  attendants  during  night  hours  for  elderly 
chronic  sick  persons  or  persons  suffering  from  prolonged  illness 
who  are  without  relatives  or  friends  to  assist  them  or  to  relieve 
relatives  or  friends  from  prolonged  periods  of  voluntary  attendance, 
the  period  of  attendance  normally  being  limited  to  not  more  than 
3  to  4  nights  per  wTeek.  Recruitment  of  suitable  personnel  has 
been  slow  and  no  calls  on  the  Service  had  been  made  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year.” 


MENTAL  HEALTH 


I .  Administration  : 

(a)  Sub-Committee. 

.Matters  relating  to  the  administration  of  the  Mental  Health 
Services  in  the  County  are  dealt  with  by  the  Mental  Health,  Mat¬ 
ernity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Care  Sub-Committee  which  meets  at 
approximately  quarterly  intervals.  This  Committee  consists  of  20 
members,  14  of  whom  are  County  Councillors  and  the  remainder 
co-opted  members. 
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(b)  Staff. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Mental  Health  Services  and  is  also  a  designated  officer 
for  providing  certificates  of  mental  defects  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts.  Other  officers,  similarly  designated,  were  Dr. 
T.  J.  O’Sullivan,  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
two  Assistants,  viz.,  Dr.  C.  W.  Shearer  and  Dr.  H.  Ellis  Smith.  Dr. 
J.  S.  Robson,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Harmston  Hall  Hos¬ 
pital  (the  mental  deficiency  hospital  serving  the  area)  was  also 
approved  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  non- medical  staff  of  the  service  appear  on  page 

of  this  Report. 

(c)  Co-ordination. 

Co-ordination  between  the  Authority  and  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  Hospital  Management  Committees,  as  described  in 
previous  Reports,  continued  to  be  satisfactory  and  this  has  resulted 
in  the  absence  of  overlapping  between  the  various  agencies  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  Service  in  this  area.  The  Mental  Health  workers 
attended  a  conference  convened  by  the  Lincoln  No.  2  Hospital 
Management  Committee  at.  the  Bracebridge  Heath  Mental  Hospital 
in  June  and  much  useful  information  was  exchanged. 

A  difficulty  that  still  exists,  which,  of  course,  is  not  confined  to 
Kesteven,  is  the  shortage  of  accommodation  for  mental  defectives. 
While  w'e  had  no  difficulties  during  the  year  in  obtaining  vacancies 
in  mental  hospitals  for  persons  of  unsound  mind,  there  continued 
to  be  a  number  of  mental  defectives  awaiting  admission  to  mental 
deficiency  hospitals.  Dr.  Robson  has  been  most  co-operative;  he 
has  reduced  the  waiting  list  considerably  but  is  handicapped  by 
lack  of  accommodation.  Mr.  W.  E.  Vickers,  County  Welfare 
Officei  and  Chief  Authorised  Officer — to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
Ihe  greater  part  of  the  information  given  in  the  Mental  Health 
section  of  this  Report — has  the  following  to  say  cn  this  point:  — 

“This  problem  also  has  quite  an  effect  on  the  provision  of 
residential  accommodation  for  old  people.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
statistical  information  given  later  the  Welfare  Committee  is  provid¬ 
ing  accommodation  for  22  adult  mental  defectives  and  I  have  a  list 
of  old  ncoole  awaiting  accommodation  because  all  my  residential 
establishments  are  lull.  A  large  proportion  of  these  defectives  are 
not  at  all  suitable  to  remain  in  residential  establishments  and 
should  really  be  in  mental  deficiency  institutions.  I  cannot  however 
conscientiously  annex  any  of  the  rare  vacancies  that  do  arise  for 
adult  defectives  needing  custodial  care  when  I  am  constantly  being 
pressed  by  doctors,  members  of  the  County  Council,  patients’ 
relatives,  etc.  to  secure  accommodation  for  those  defectives  in  their 
own  homes  who  are  also  on  the  waiting  list. 

(d)  Delegation  of  Duties. 

There  was  no  delegation  of  duties  to  voluntary  societies  or 
organisations. 
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(e)  Training  of  Mental  Health  Workers. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Allpress,  Assistant  Chief  Authorised  Officer,  attended 
a  residential  course  for  Mental  Health  Workeis  at  Sheffield  in 
July.  Otherwise  no  arrangements  were  made  for  the  further  train¬ 
ing  of  staff. 

2.  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community: 

(a)  Under  Section  2S  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

— Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

There  arc  no  changes  to  report  in  the  arrangements  made — as 
described  in  previous  Reports — for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Auth¬ 
ority's  duties  under  this  head. 

With  regard  to  the  work  actually  done  in  typical  cases  it  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  select  any  for  special  mention  among  those 
dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  or  Mental  Treatment  Acts.  As  far  as 
mental  defectives  under  supervision  are  concerned  the  following 
two  examples  may  be  of  interest :  — - 

Female'  aged  33  years. 

This  woman  came  to  reside  in  this  area  on  being  dis¬ 
charged  from  Harmston  Hall  Hospital  where  she  had  been 
a  patient  for  14  years.  She  lived  with  her  married  sister  and 
helped  to  look  after  the  family  of  young  children  whilst  her 
sister  and  her  husband  were  in  employment.  She  formed  an 
attachment  and  marriage  was  arranged.  The  supervising 
officer  however  was  able  to  persuade  her  that  marriage  was  net 
m  her  best  interests  and  residential  employment  was  arranged 
for  her  in  one  of  the  County  Council’s  homes  for  old  people. 
She  is  earning  a  full  wage  and  is  happy  in  her  work. 

Boy  aged  7  years. 

This  boy  and  his  parents  moved  into  this  area  from  a 
neighbouring  county.  The  parent-  are  of  low  intellect.  The 
father  who  is  an  agricultural  labourer,  was  dismissed  from  his 
employment  after  a  short  time  in  the  County  and  an  eviction 
order  w'as  obtained  against  him.  The  supervising  officer  was 
able  to  secure  other  employment  for  him,  with  accommodation. 
Subsequently  a  vacancy  in  a  mental  deficiency  institution  was 
obtained  for  the  boy. 

As  I  mentioned  in  mv  Report  for  last  year  a  home  teacher  for 
mental  defectives  commenced  duty  in  this  County  in  Novemoer, 
1054.  Firstly  she  visited  all  mental  defectives  under  supervision  and 
selected  those  who  were  most  suitable  for  handicraft  instruction. 
She  then  arranged  a  tuition  programme  to  enable  her  to  visit  each 
case  once  weekly.  Owing  to  the  distances  she  has  to  travel  to 
cover  the  County  she  is  unable  to  give  more  than  16  to  18  lessons  in 
a  week  even  if  she  devotes  the  whole  of  her  time  during  the  w'eek 
to  the  teaching  of  mental  defectives.  She  was  however  appointed 
on  the  staff  of  the  Welfare  Department  as  handicraft  instructor / 
general  assistant  and  she  has  other  duties. 
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During  the  year  she  gave  493  lessons  to  defectives  in  their 
homes.  In  addition  she  made  125  visits  in  connection  with  the 
supervision  of  other  defectives  and  she  assisted  in  the  conveyance 
of  all  female  defectives  to  mental  deficiency  institutions. 

During  the  year  one  mentally  defective  child  was  accom¬ 
modated  in  a  mental  deficiency  institution  for  a  short  period  under 
the  provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52. 

(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890 — 
1930,  by  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

Details  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  ended  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1955,  are  as  follows:  — 

(1)  Patients  from  the  area  of  Kesteven  certified  under 

the  Lunacy  Act,  1890  ...  ...  ...  ...  6i 

(2)  Patients  admitted  from  this  area  to  hospitals  under 

Section  20,  Lunacy  Act,  1890  ...  ...  ...  36 

(Of  these,  3  were  later  certified,  3  were  dis¬ 
charged,  1  died,  and  29  became  voluntary 
patients). 

(3)  Patients  admitted  under  Section  21  ..  ...  3 

(Of  these  2  became  voluntary  patients  and  the 
other  was  discharged). 

(4)  Patients  from  the  areas  of  other  Local  Health 

Authorities  who  were  dealt  with  at  mental 
hospitals  in  this  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(Of  these  25  were  certified,  2  were  found  to  be 
not  certifiable,  1  became  a  voluntary  patient 
and  1  a  temporary  patient). 

In  addition  1S2  persons  from  this  area  were  admitted  to  mental 
hospitals  for  voluntary  treatment  during  the  year. 

(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913 — 1938. 

(i)  Twenty-three  cases  were  ascertained  during  1955,  17  of 
these  being  found  “subject  to  be  dealt  with.’’  Of  the 
23  cases  ascertained,  6  were  notified  by  the  Local  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority,  9  by  other  authorities,  2  by  Duly  Author¬ 
ised  Officers,  5  through  a  mental  hospital,  and  1  through 
the  County  Assizes.  Their  disposal  was  as  follow's: —  8 
were  admitted  to  mental  deficiency  institutions,  9  were 
placed  under  statutory  supervision  and  6  placed  under 
voluntary  supervision. 

At  31st  December,  1955,  there  were  122  cases  under 
statutory  supervision  and  120  cases  under  voluntary 
supervision.  These  figures  included  22  cases  accom¬ 
modated  in  residential  establishments  provided  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  1 
case  in  hospital. 

(ii)  There  were  no  cases  under  guardianship  during  the  year. 

(iii)  There  are  no  Occupation  Centres  for  mental  defectives 
in  the  County. 
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During  the  year  iS  patients  were  admitted  to  mental  deficiency 
institutions,  and  at  31st  December,  1955,  there  were  16  patients 
awaiting  admission.  Of  this  number,  6  were  considered  to  be  m 
urgent  need  of  institutional  care. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mental  defectives 
within  the  County  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 


(1)  in  mental  deficiency  institutions  or 

Male 

Female 

Total 

on  licence  therefrom 

104 

07 

201 

(2)  under  statutory  supervision 

70 

52 

122 

(3)  under  voluntary  supervision 

40 

51 

07 

220 

200 

420 

3.  Ambulance  Service : 

The  County  Council’s  ambulance  service  is  available  for  the 
transportation  of  cases  of  mental  illness  or  defectiveness  and  all 
mental  health  workers,  both  non-medical  and  medical,  are  author¬ 
ised  to  call  out  ambulances  or  sitting-case  cars  as  necessary. 

Where  it  is  necessary  for  trained  attendants  to  accompany 
patients,  these  are  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  appropriate 
Hospital  Management  Committees. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Three  Ihousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  etc.,  were  notified  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  during  1955  compared  with  831  in  1954,  3,180  in  1953, 
2,068  in  1952  and  2,794  in  iQfii 

The  Notification  Rates  per  1,000  total  population  were  as 
follows :  — 


Smallpox 
Typhoid  Fever 
Para-typhoid  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

,,  ,,  (Non-Paralytic) 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 
Malaria 


County  of 
Kesteven 
0.00 
0.00 
0.10 
0.01 
0.00 
17.02 
4.0.-) 
0.70 
0.08 
0.07 
0.05 
0.01 
0.02 
0.15 
0.00 


A  Table  showing  the  distribution,  etc.,  of  the  notified  cases 
will  be  found  on  page  54  of  this  Report. 
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Smallpox.  —  No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  in  the 
County;  the  last  occasion  upon  which  Smallpox  occurred  in  Kes- 
teven  was  in  1931. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  case  was  notified  in  the  County  during 
(he  year. 

Para-typhoid  Fever. — Thirteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year,  eleven  of  which  occurred  in  the  Sleaford 
Urban  District. 

Scarlet  Fever.  —  One  hundred  and  eighteen  cases  were  re¬ 
corded,  compared  with  21 1  in  1954,  and  an  average  of  165  during 
the  years  1948/1954. 


Diphtheria. — For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  this 
disease  was  notified. 


Measles. — Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  cases 
of  this  disease  were  notified  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  during  the  year,  and  of  these  560  occurred  in  the  Borough 
of  Grantham,  386  in  the  North  Kesteven  Rural  District  and  319  in 
the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District.  The  disease  was  chiefly  preva¬ 
lent  during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  registered 
during  the  past  ten  years  :  — 

Year  Cases  Deaths 


1 

1 


1 


Whooping  Cough.— F\\c  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  261  in  1954’  nnd 
an  average  of  533  during  the  years  1948-1954.  One  hundred  and 
forty-seven  cases  occurred  in  the  East  Kesteven  Rural  District 
and  105  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham. 

Pneumonia.  —  Only  Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonias  are  notifiable,  and  91  cases  coming  within  these  cate¬ 
gories  were  notified  during  T955-  compared  with  75  in  1954  and 
134  in  T953.  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia  numbered  66— 

8  more  than  last  year. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


1,056 

2,592 

396 

1,660 

1,640 

1,159 

2,045 

202 

2,291 
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Erysipelas.—  Eleven  cases  (20  in  1954)  were  notified  in  the 
Count)'  during  the  year,  representing  a  notification  rate  of  0.08  per 
thousand  of  the  total  population. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. — Fifteen  cases  (9  Paralytic  and  6  Non- 
Paralytic)  were  recorded  during  the  year,  compared  with  11  (8 
Paralytic  and  3  Non-Paralytic)  in  1954. 

Meningococcal  hifcction .—  One  case  was  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  2  in  1954  and  3  in  1953. 

Food  Poisoning. —  Three  cases  were  recorded  during  1955. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  —  Three  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  but  in  each  case  vision  was  left  unimpaired. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. —  The  21  eases  reported  during  1955  repre¬ 
sent  a  Notification  Rate  of  10.03  Per  thousand  total  births  (live 
and  still).  The  average  number  of  notifications  received  during  the 
previous  5  years  was  10. 

Dysentery . —  There  were  20  cases  of  this  disease  notified  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  and  of  these  13  occurred  in  the  Borough  of  Stamford. 

Malaria.  —  No  case  was  notified  in  the  County  during  the 
year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Details  of  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (including  19  inward 
transfers,  all  respiratory,  from  other  areas)  coming  to  the  notice 
of  the  County  Health  Department  during  the  year  under  review, 
and  of  the  deaths  from  this  disease,  are  as  follows:  — 


New  Notifications 
(including  Supplemental 
Return) 

Deaths 

Age  Groups 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

M  j 

F 

M 

F 

M  i  F 

m  i 

1 

F 

Under  1  year 

-  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 4  years 

—  1 

— 

— 

1 

-  1 

— 

—  1 

— 

5—1 4  , , 

2  I 

4 

— 

2 

-  | 

— 

1 1 

— 

15—24 

8  | 

13 

1 

3 

-  1 

— 

— 

25—44 

20  I 

10 

1 

3 

3  | 

3 

—  1 

— 

45 — 64 

15  | 

3 

— 

2 

4  I 

1 

—  1 

2 

65—74 

•‘1  1 

2 

— 

— 

3  | 

2 

1 1 

_ 

75  and  over 

9 

~  1 

2 

— 

1 

I 

2 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

50  j  4.3 

2 

12 

10  | 

8 

2 1 

2 

Of  the  107  new  cases  notified  9  (6  respiratory  and  3  non- 
respiiatory)  coming  to  light  from  death  returns,  were  included  in 
the  Supplemental  Return  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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In  comparison,  there  were  136  new  cases  (log  respiratory  and 
27  non-respiratory)  in  1954,  150  (131  and  19)  in  1953,  138  (114  and 
24)  in  1952  and  139  (114  and  25)  in  1951. 

The  18  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  represent  a 
mortality  rate  of  o  14  per  thousand  of  the  total  population — 
slightly  lower  than  the  average  for  the  previous  5  years. 

The  4  deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  (bones,  joints, 
glands,  etc.)  were  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.03.  Comparative 
information  relating  to  the  deaths  fiom  tuberculosis  during  the  last 
decennium  is  given  below  and  shows  the  progressive  fall  in 
mortality  rates  of  Tuberculosis. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis : 

Non-Resp.  Tuberculosis : 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

1946 

.  37 

0.33 

10 

0.09 

1947 

.  42 

0.36 

10 

0.09 

1948 

.  32 

0.27 

7 

0.06 

1949 

.  30 

0.25 

5 

0.04 

1950 

.  26 

0.20 

5 

0.04 

1951 

.  23 

0.17 

8 

0.06 

1952 

.  23 

0.17 

4 

0.03 

1953 

.  17 

0.13 

6 

0.05 

1954 

.  18 

0.14 

1 

0.01 

1955 

.  18 

0.14 

4 

0.03 

Institutional  Treatment: 

From  information  received  from  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  and  the  Chest  Physicians  of  the  Sheffield  and  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  Boards,  a  total  of  195  individual  patients  re¬ 
ceived  treatment  in  institutions  during  the  year  compared  with 
196  in  1954,  104  in  1953,  174  in  1952  and  150  in  1951—176  for 
respiratory  or  suspected  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  19  for  other 
forms. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis;  Regulations,  1925,  (relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  employed  in  the 
milk  trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
(relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis). 

Reference  is  made  to  the  services  provided  for  the  welfare  of 
tuberculous  patients  in  the  section  dealing  with  the  County  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Scheme  for  the  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  on 
page  28. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  arrangements  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  as  given 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1949. 


The  following  table,  compiled  from  returns  submitted  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  hospital  treatment  centres,  shows  the  number  of 
Kesteven  patients  who  attended  for  the  Ins:  time  during  1955: 


( )t  her 

Total  No. 

Syphilis  Gonorrhoea 

Conditions 

of  Cases 

Nottingham  . 

_  '  O 

1 

f) 

Grantham  . 

4  4 

2* 

50 

Lincoln  . 

1  8 

21 

30 

^Totals  ... 

5  |  14 

50 

75 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies: 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  ( Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949 : 

Eighty-two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  from  the 
two  licensed  pasteurising  establishments  in  the  County.  Eighty 
samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests.  The 
tests  on  the  remaining  2  samples  proved  to  be  void. 

Tuberculosis  in  Milk : 

The  joint  scheme  of  biological  milk  sampling  and  examina¬ 
tion  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  samples  of  milk  w'ere  taken  for  biological  examination  from 
no  herds  .  One  hundred  and  forty-five  samples  were  negative  to 
tubercle  bacilli  and  T  gave  no  result.  One  sample  proved  to  be 
positive  to  tubercle  bacilli.  This  matter  was  referred  to  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Veterinary  Inspector,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  who  carried  out  an  examination  of  the  cows  in  the  herd  and 
found  that  1  cow  was  secreting  tuberculosis.  This  animal  was 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  and  found  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  generalised  tuberculosis.  Twenty-six  samples  were  posi¬ 
tive  to  brucella  abortus  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each 
case. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders : 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Moore,  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector,  fo:  the  subjoined  report :  — 

“The  following  inspections  of  dairy  herds  were  carried  out:  — 
Non-designated  herds  —  321,  comprising  2,969  cows. 

T.T.  herds  —  349,  comprising  8,016  cows. 

Included  in  the  above  is  a  total  of  75  herds  where  the  milk  was 
not  heat  treated  during  the  yeai .  No  evidence  of  disease  was  dis¬ 
covered  in  any  of  the  herds  inspected.’’ 
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Milk  in  Schools  Scheme : 

All  the  schools  in  the  County  are  still  being  supplied  with 
either  pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk  which  has  proved  to 
be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Ihe  numbers  and  types  of  individual  retailers  approved,  to¬ 
gether  with  schools  supplied  were  as  follows:  — 

(Comparable  figures  for  1954  are  shown  in  parenthesis) 

14  (14)  Retailers  licensed  to  sell  pasteurised 

milk  supplying .  166  (168)  Schools 

8  (7)  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  producers 

supplying  .  12  (10)  Schools 

Samples  of  school  milk  are  regularlv  obtained  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  and  biological  examination. 

Diseases  of  Animals: 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information :  — 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938: 

“During  the  year  1955  a  total  of  fhree  cases  of  tuberculosis 
was  dealt  with  in  cattle  This  compares  with  a  total  of  107  cases 
found  in  the  year  1938,  a  very  spectacular  decrease. 

Anthrax : 

“Eight  cases  of  anthrax  were  confirmed  during  the  year,  seven 
of  these  were  in  cattle,  the  remainder  in  pigs.  Anthrax  in  pigs  is 
becoming  quite  common  in  this  and  neighbouring  counties.” 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 : 

The  work  in  connection  with  sampling  under  the  Act  was 
carried  out  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  E.  T.  Hawley,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  for  the  following  information:  — 

Sampling 

“During  the  year  under  review,  410  samples  were  obtained 
in  the  areas  where  the  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  i.e.  the  Administrative  County  and  the  two  Boroughs 
of  Grantham  and  Stamford.  As  in  former  years,  samples  of  a 
wide  variety  of  foodstuffs  were  taken  on  the  basis  of  3  per  1,000 
of  population  and  the  Table  at  Appendix  “A”  shows  how  this 
was  done  in  the  principal  rural  and  urban  divisions  of  the  County. 

“The  articles  actually  sampled  are  listed  in  Appendix  “B,” 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  milk  and  other  dairy  products, 
sausages  and  tinned  foods  were  among  those  most  frequently  tested 
during  the  year.  The  199  samples  of  milk  obtained  during  the 
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year  represents  48",,  of  the  total  number  of  all  samples  taken,  a 
decline  of  5°,',  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  much  below 
the  figure  of  65%  which,  for  many  years,  has  been  the  recom¬ 
mended  proportion.  Now  that  bottled  pasteurised  milk  lias  largely 
taken  the  place  of  raw  milk  supplied  by  small  producer-retailers, 
there  is  less  opportunity  to  take  milk  samples  from  a  multiplicity 
of  retail  sources.  To  offset  this,  samples  are  now  taken  more 
frequently  from  separate  producers,  usually  from  milk  in  course 
ol  delivery  to  the  processing  plant. 

Quality  of  Mii.k 

“\\  ith  the  exception  of  one  case  where  a  sample  of  Channel 
Island  (Guernsey)  milk  was  found  to  contain  15.0%  of  added 
water,  there  were  few  instances  during  the  year  when  complaint 
could  be  made  about  the  quality  of  milk  being  sold  m  the  County. 
W  ith  the  development  of  pasteurisation,  it  has  become  common 
practif  c  to  mix  evening’s  milk  with  morning’s  milk  immediately 
prior  to  the  process  of  heat  treatment  and  thus  the  evening’s  milk 
which  is  invariably  richer  in  butterfat  improves  the  morning’s 
milk  which  is  usually  poorer  though  more  plentiful.  The  result 
is  a  .  ry  much  better  quality  of  milk  available  to  all,  for  bottled 
pasteurised  milk  is  now  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  County  to  the 
virtual  exclusion  of  all  but  Channel  Island  milk.  This  special 
designation  is  reserved  for  milk  from  certain  breeds  famous  for  the 
richness  of  their  milk,  for  which  the  minimum  butterfat  standard  is 
4.0%  instead  of  3.0%. 

“Statistics  relating  to  milk  are  set  out  in  Appendix  “C”  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  qualhy  of  milk  produced  and  con¬ 
sume  d,  in  the  County  remains  well  above  the  minimum  statutory7 
standard  of  3.0%  of  butterfat  and  8.50%  of  other  milk  solids. 
Generally  speaking,  the  “mixed  milk’’  sample  is  a  sample  of 
bottled  milk  (pasteurised)  and  thus  it  is  fair  to  say  that  this  is  the 
sort  of  milk  that  0  out  of  every  10  persons  in  the  County  buy. 
There  is,  of  course,  a  wider  variation  in  the  butterfat  content  of 
milk  than  there  is  in  the  other  solid  constituents,  both  seasonally 
and  from  day  to  day;  and  thus  statistics  based  on  limited  numbers 
must  always  be  accepted  with  reserve.  Thus  the  improvement  in 
the  average  butterfat  content  of  evening’s  milk  (compared  with  the 
previous  year)  is  due,  mainly,  to  some  exceptionally  good  samples 
of  C  1  Island  milk  taken  during  August  when  as  much  as 
b.9%  of  butterfat  was  found  in  some  samples. 

Analyses 

‘193  samples  of  milk  and  17  samples  of  cream  were  tested  in 
the  P  partment’s  laboratory  and  found  to  be  genuine,  while  6 
samples  of  milk  and  194  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were 

nitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  (W.  W.  Taylor,  Esq.,  B.Sc. 
F.R.I.t  .;  at  Nottingham.  Of  the  200  samples  submitted  to  the 
analyst,  12  (6%)  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  unsatisfactory. 
The  action  taken  in  respect  of  these  unsatisfactory  samples  is  set 
out  in  Table  VIII  on  page  56  of  this  Report. 
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Unsatisfactory  Samples 

“Although  the  Public  Analyst  reported  adversely  upon  some 
12  out  of  200  samples  submitted  to  him,  it  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasised  that  these  represent  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
410  samples  examined  during  the  year.  Credit  for  this  undeniably 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any  single  factor. 
The  public  itself  has  been  taught  to  appreciate  better  food  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  discrimination  of  the  housewife  is  a 
vital  factor  in  checking  the  grosser  abuses.  Sc  far  as  the  food  sold 
in  grocers'  shops  is  concerned,  it  has  been  estimated  that  well  over 
90%  of  this  is  now  pre-packed,  for  the  most  part  by  large-scale 
manufacturers.  There  is  little  chance,  therefore,  for  the  unscrupu¬ 
lous  individual  to  practise  the  petty  deceptions  which  were  common 
fifty  years  ago.  Most  reputable  food  manufacturers  have  their  own 
analytical  departments  and  all,  at  one  time  or  another,  obtain 
actual  or  residual  benefits  from  a  multitude  of  advisory  bodies  and 
research  establishments.  It  is  small  wonder,  therefore,  that  large- 
scale  abuses  are  rare  and  most  infringements  accidental  or  induced 
by  circumstantial  factors. 

Vitamins 

“Under  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order  it  is  now  an  offence  to 
make  “any  general  claim  that  vitamins  are  present  in  a  food”  unless 
the  number  of  Internatinal  Units  (I.U’s.)  is  stated  or,  in  respect 
of  vitamin  C  the  number  of  milligrams  of  ascorbic  acid.  Although 
none  of  this  may  mean  a  great  deal  to  the  housewife,  it  has  put  a 
stop  to  some  of  the  more  flagrant  quasi-medical  claims  that  were 
formerly  common;  one  such  being  the  claim  that  a  certain  brand 
of  Digestive  Mints  (sample  No.  211)  contained  vitamins  A,  B,  C 
and  D.  In  this  case  it  was  discovered  that  fresh  supplies  were  being 
correctly  labelled  and  the  selling  agents  were  merely  cautioned,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  the  original  claim  was  completed  unfounded. 
The  12  samples  of  Margarine  were  all  taken  to  test  the  validity  of 
vitamin  claims  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sausages 

“This  commodity  came  very  much  under  the  national  spot¬ 
light  during  the  year  and  persons  as  diverse  as  the  butcher,  the 
housewife,  the  comedian  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  were  all  ask¬ 
ing  “What  is  a  Sausage?”  The  trouble  was,  and  still  is,  that 
since  the  revocation  in  1953  of  a  Wartime  Order  fixing  a  minimum 
standard  of  50%  of  meat  in  a  beef  sausage  and  65%  of  meat  in  a 
pork  sausage,  Everyman  was  free  to  fix  his  own  standard.  The 
view  of  most  responsible  bodies  was  that  the  Wartime  standard 
should  not  be  lowered  and  this  was  the  considered  view  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  who  authorised  tin  Chief  Inspector 
to  notify  all  retail  butchers  to  this  effect.  Unti!  late  in  the  year,  no 
serious  meat  deficiency  was  reported,  but  in  November,  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  instituted  against  a  multiple  firm  at  Stamford  in 
respect  of  pork  sausages  which  contained  only  45.5%  of  meat.  A 
conviction  was  recorded  and  the  firm  was  fined  £5. 
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“In  the  same  month,  proceedings  were  instituted  at  Sleaford 
against  two  butchers,  but  owing  to  a  number  of  adjournments 
caused  by  circumstances  over  which  the  prosecution  had  no  con¬ 
trol,  the  cases  were  still  undecided  at  the  end  of  January.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  had  made  it  clear  in  the  case  of 
Thrussell  versus  Whiteman  (Queen’s  Bench  Division,  17th  Janu¬ 
ary  1956)  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  accept  an  arbitrary  standard 
based,  albeit  remotely,  on  the  sumptuary  legislation  of  the  war 
years.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Sleaford  cases  were  withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

“While  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  some- 
limes  involves  a  penal  sanction,  much  good  work  is  done  advising 
traders  of  their  obligations  and  helping  them  to  avoid  infringe¬ 
ments.  Viewed  in  this  light,  the  work  of  the  Department  under 
these  statutes  during  the  past  year  has  been  singularly  rewarding.’’ 


APPENDIX  “A’’ 


Localities  in  which  samples  were  taken  durin 

North  Kesteven  approximate  population 

South  Kesteven  (including 

Bourne  U.D.C.)  ,, 

East  Kesteven  (including 
Sleaford  U.D.C.) 

West  Kesteven  .,  ,, 

Grantham  Borough  ,, 

Stamford  Borough  ,, 


g  the  year: 

Samples 
29,000  —  95 

20,000  —  02 

28,000  —  82 
18,000  —  55 
24,000  —  77 
11,000  —  39 


N.B. — Sampling  is  done  on  the  basis  of  3  per  1,000  of  population. 


APPENDIX  “B’’ 

List  of  articles  sampled  during  the  year: 


Butter 

...  17 

Margarine 

Butter  sweets 

...  9 

Meat  paste 

Cheese 

...  3 

Milk 

Coffee  extract 

1 

Milk  drinks 

Cream 

...  18 

Mincemeat 

Curry  powder 

1 

Peanut  butter 

Cut  peel  ... 

1 

Pork  pie 

Drugs  and  medicines 

9 

Potted  meat 

Fish  cakes,  etc.  ... 

0 

Preserves 

Flavouring  and  essences 

4 

Salad  cream 

Gelatine 

1 

Sauces 

Place  cherries 

1 

Sausages 

Golden  raising  powder 

1 

Self-raising  flou 

Ground  almonds 

1 

Skimmed  milk 

Honey 

...  4 

Soft  drinks 

Ice  cream 

0 

Tinned  meats,  c 

Jelly 

2 

Vinegar 

Lard 

7 

Total 

powder 


12 

3 

199 

3 

0 

o 

T 

1 

13 


•>•> 


10 

24 


llll 
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APPENDIX  “C” 

Statistics  relating  to  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year: 


Number 

tested 

Average 

Butter-fat 

Average  solids 
other  than  fat 

Morning’s  milk 
Evening’s  milk 

Mixed  milk 

Average  of  all  samples 

79  (92) 

59  (55) 

59  (59) 

197  (206) 

3.54%  (3.52%) 
4.46%  (4.07%) 
3.86%  (3.75%) 
3.86%  (3.75%) 

8.83%  (8.82%) 
8.90%  (8.91  % ) 
8.85%  (8.84%) 
8.85%  (8.84%) 

N.B. — The  standard  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939  (below 
which  milk  is  presumed  to  be  adulterated  until  the  contrary  is  proved) 
is  3.0%  of  butter-fat  and  8.50%  of  solids  other  than  fat. 

The  figures  in  brackets  in  the  above  Table  are  the  comparable 
averages  for  last  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Housing : 

Four  hundred  and  seventy  houses  were  built  by  the  four 
Rural  District  Councils  during  the  year. 

Improvement  Grants — Housing  Act,  194.9: 

Applications  dealt  with  by  Rural  District  Councils  during  the  year : 


Received  .. .  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  •  232 

Approved  . .  ■  •  ••  207 

Rejected  .  .  .  •  14 

Withdrawn  ...  6 

Under  consideration .  5 


Applications  submitted  to  Regional  Office  of  Ministry : 

Sent  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Approved  ...  •  •  •  •  ■  •  •  ■  2 

Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage : 

Progress  in  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies,  sewerage 
and  sewage  purification  facilities  has  continued  to  be  made  and  the 


following  schemes  of  water  supply  and  sewerage  were  approved  in 
principle  during  1955  by  the  County  Council: — - 

Water  Supply  Schemes : 

Londonthorpe,  Welby,  Oasby,  Aisby  and  Ideydour 

Barkston,  Syston,  Carlton  Scroop,  Honington  and 
Sud  brook 

Normanton 

Sedgebrook — Extension  to  Casthorpe  and  Woolsthorpe 


Sewerage  and  Sew  age  Purification  Schemes : 

Caythorpe 
Great  Ponton 
Scopwick 
Harlaxton 
Anwick 

Grantham — Grange  Sewer  and  Mowbeck 
Stamford — Sewage  Works  Extension 
Sleaford— Sewage  Works 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS.  1955. 
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TABLE  III. - CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1955. 
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TABLE  II.— SHOWINC  FOR  EACH  COUNTY  DISTRICT  THE  NUMBER 
AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1955. 


a 

c 

c 

c 

CD 

< 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

£d 

£_c 

2  ec 

•5  2 

"O 

u 

"g-c 

1  2? 

V 

03 

u 

<L> 

Sn 

> 

<D  . 

tS  Q 

V 

£>  ■ 
to  Q 

V 

> 

Sb 

ca 

C 4 

°D 

m 

c  2 

2  S 
0® 

* 

CD 

£  £ 
a  o 

X® 

u 

U 

bfi 

< 

w 

Z 

d 

X 

£d 

•s 

V- 

bc 

u 

< 

o 

H 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

7 

2 

— 

11 

18 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

l 

2 

4 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

i 

3 

fi 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and 

“ 

“ 

— 

parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

l 

3 

4 

stomach 

2 

5 

2 

6 

15 

7 

7 

4 

4 

22 

37 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm, 

12 

5 

lung  bronchus 

4 

6 

4 

26 

3 

4 

4 

16 

42 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

3 

3 

10 

3 

2 

4 

4 

13 

23 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and 

1 

5 

1 

2 

9 

3 

3 

2 

8 

17 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

25 

14 

17 

62 

12 

22 

12 

10 

50 

118 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

11 

nervous  system 

12 

37 

23 

46 

118 

25 

51 

19 

21 

Ilf) 

234 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

9 

41 

5 

15 

14 

79 

29 

41 

11 

19 

100 

179 

disease 

— 

3 

5 

13 

7 

10 

7 

2 

26 

39 

20.  Other  heart  disease. . . 

17 

77 

49 

16 

159 

29 

93 

32 

43 

197 

356 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

1 

14 

6 

13 

34 

9 

17 

9 

11 

40 

80 

22.  Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

ri 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

7 

6 

12 

26 

8 

10 

7 

9 

40 

66 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

25.  Other  diseases  of 

2 

11 

7 

14 

34 

3 

9 

6 

8 

20 

00 

respiratory  system  ... 

— 

3 

— 

2 

5 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

9 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  ... 

— 

5 

— 

3 

8 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

15 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

i 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

7 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

1 

2 

i 

6 

10 

6 

5 

3 

3 

17 

27 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

1 

1 

7 

2 

11 

5 

3 

2 

1 

11 

22 

abortion 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Li 

11 

defined  diseases 

3 

32 

18 

14 

67 

12 

50 

10 

16 

88 

155 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

4 

1 

2 

7 

2 

5 

1 

5 

13 

20 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

— 

4 

2 

5 

1 1 

6 

3 

7 

2 

18 

29 

35.  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  operations 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

6 

1 

— 

7 

10 

ot  war 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

62 

308 

169 

199 

738 

175 

368 

150 

170 

80.9 

1607 

TABLE  !  V. — INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1955. 

Individual  Children  Consultations 

who  attended  i  Attendances  with  Medical  Officer 
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attends  as  *under  arrangements  with  the  Begional  Hospital  Boards 

required _ |  f Service  temporarily  suspended. 


56 

TABLE  VIII.  —  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT, 
1938,  IN  CASES  OF  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES,  1955. 
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sample  submitted  by  a 
dissatisfied  purchaser. 
Subsequent  samples 

have  been  satisfactory. 

262 

Milk  (from 

Contained  15.0%  of 

Legal  proceedings  were  in- 

Guernsey 

herd) 

added  water. 

stituted  against  the 
producer-retailer,  who, 
at  Stamford  Court  was 
fined  £2. 

280 

Pork 

19.5%  deficient  in 

These  pork  sausages,  sell- 

Sausages 

meat. 

ing  at  2/10d.  per  lb., 
contained  45.5%  of 
meat.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  at  Stam¬ 
ford  and  a  fine  of  £5 
imposed. 

294 

Pork 

14.2 %  deficient 

These  samples  were  ob- 

Sausages 

in  meat. 

tained  from  brothers 

295 

Pork 

17.3%  defic  ient 

with  separate  shops  in 

Sausages 

in  meat. 

Sleaford  and  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  instituted 
in  both  cases.  After  two 
adjournments,  the  Bench 
failed  to  agree  on  a  ver¬ 
dict  in  respect  of  the 
first  case  ana  both  cases 
were  again  adjourned 
for  re-hearing.  In  the 
meantime,  the  decision 
in  the  case  of  Thrussell 
versus  Whiteman  was 
published  and  permis¬ 
sion  was  sought  for  both 
cases  to  be  withdrawn. 
Costs  amounting  to  £10 
were  given  against  the 
prosecution. 

i  C-j&ONat 
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